Historical novels

Read the opening extracts of the six historical novels, then try to match each with its description below. 

You should underline the evidence for your answers in each extract.

· A Parcel of Patterns – Jill Paton Walsh
A moving love story set against the background of the plague in 17th century rural England

· A Bone From a Dry Sea – Peter Dickinson 
A teenage girl explores the evidence of mankind’s evolution

· The Eagle of the Ninth – Rosemary Sutcliff
A young Roman boy in fifth century Britain searches for the lost remains of one of the great Roman legions.

· Apollo’s Child – Joan Smith
A medical student in Ancient Greece faces tragedy, and a test of friendship

· The Machine-Gunners – Robert Westall
A group of children during the second world war find a German  machine gun. Imagine the power it gives them!

· Double Vision –  Diana Hendry
Two sisters have different views of their experiences in a 1950s seaside town

Which of these novels would you choose to read? Explain your answer.

Now choose two of the extracts and analyse their success as the opening of novels for young people.

Make notes under these headings:

1. Initial appeal to the reader:

How did you react?

2. Sense of historical period:

Details? Language?

3. Introduction of characters:

Names? Characteristics?

4. Questions raised by the extract: 
What do you want to know?
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